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University of California

San Luis Obispo County 4-H Youth Development Program

Emerald Star Program

I. WHAT IS THE EMERALD STAR PROGRAM?

a. The Emerald Star Program offers 4-H’ers the opportunity to develop leadership skills beyond the club level and receive special recognition for their work.
b. The Emerald Star is a stand-alone project and not a prerequisite to the All Star Award.

II. REQUIREMENTS

a. Emerald Star applicants must be at least 14 years of age or in ninth grade as of January 1st of the current program year, and must have already achieved the rank of Gold Star.
b. Applicants must submit an Emerald Star plan for approval prior to the work being done and have the project evaluated upon completion.  
c. Emerald Star projects must reach beyond the club level to benefit the community, several different clubs, or the entire SLO county 4-H program. 
d. Applicants must be prepared to handle any financial costs (including printing needs) required to complete their Emerald Star Project.

e. All Stars in their current term of service must request special Management Board approval to simultaneously work on an Emerald Star Project.

III. THE MEMBER’S INITIAL PLAN WILL BE EVALUATED FOR

a. Value to the San Luis Obispo County 4-H Youth Development Program

b. Value to the community

c. Practicality and feasibility

IV. PLANS MAY BE

a. An event or activity involving three or more units (clubs).
b. A community activity involving a group to serve the needs of an individual or individuals, or to serve an educational purpose.
c. A major expansion or revision of an existing county-wide 4-H event.
d. Something that has been done before and needs to be done again or something new that no one has ever done before.

e. Ideally, Emerald Star projects should be completed successfully.  However, a 4-H’er may receive the Emerald Star rank even if his/her project is not successful.  The end of project evaluation will assess how well the 4-H’er planned, tried (including revision of their plans) and evaluated his/her own efforts, and these factors will be taken into account when determining if the member will receive the Emerald Star. 
V. EXAMPLES AND IDEAS

a. Hold a learning day such as showmanship, foreign cooking, livestock judging, etc.

b. Plan and carry out a community outreach or service project such as a park clean-up day, Thanksgiving for the homeless, animal adoption, etc. 
c. Organize a group to provide ongoing services to a nursing home, animal shelter, or the physically or mentally challenged.

d. Create a new event and build a strong committee that will support it indefinitely.
e. Hold a judging contest such as livestock, dairy, small animal, poultry, or horticulture.
f. Write a project member handbook and submit it to the 4-H office for future use.
University of California

San Luis Obispo County 4-H Youth Development Program

Emerald Star Project Form
Emerald Star applicants must be at least 14 years of age or in the ninth grade as of January 1st of the current program year, and must have already achieved the rank of Gold Star.  All Stars in their current term of service must request special Management Board approval to simultaneously work on an Emerald Star Project.
Directions:
1. Complete Steps I through IV of this Project Form before you begin your project and return it to the 4-H Office, 2156 Sierra Way, Suite C, San Luis Obispo, CA 93401.  The Emerald Star Advisor will review your plan and either approve your project or contact you regarding necessary revisions.


2. Keep the Emerald Star Advisor informed of your progress and any problems that you may encounter.


3. After completing your project, complete Steps VI through VII of the Project Form and return it to the 4-H office.  The Emerald Star Advisor will review your work and either approve your project or contact you for additional information.  Emerald Stars will be awarded at 4-H Achievement Night in October.


Name:______________________________________________________  Age:____________

Club:__________________________________  Birth Date:___________  Current Date:__________

I. Briefly describe the intended project/event:









II. My reason for selecting this project/event and what I hope to accomplish:










III. How I plan to carry out my project/event (Consider use of a timeline, calendar, necessary supplies, facilities arrangements, etc.):















IV. Estimated Costs and Plans for Financing:










Emerald Star Advisor’s Comments:















_______________________________________________


____________________

              Emerald Star Advisor’s Approval of Plan                                                      Date


Upon completion of your Emerald Star Project:


V. What I accomplished:




VI. What I learned and what I might have done differently:

























VII. Final Financial Report (Includes sources of Funding, Income & Expenses):

__________________________________________________


________________

                       Applicant’s Signature







Date
__________________________________________________


________________

       Emerald Star Advisor’s Approval of Completion





Date
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